
 

 

 

 

 

18th May 2020 

Re: Student Engagement During Extended Lockdown Period and End of Year Assessments 

 

Dear Parent, Guardian or Carer, 

The Prime Minister’s statement on Sunday provided very little in the way of concrete clarity about 

the way forward for students currently in Year 10.  

However, we do know that it remains vitally important that all students, but particularly those sitting 

exams next year, continue to study and remain engaged in the education being provided. Students 

are in a period of extended and enforced lockdown, not a period of extended holiday! 

At Stephenson Studio School we remain committed to helping our students achieve to their 

maximum potential, and to that end, we have a four-prong strategy to continue to support our 

students during these exceptional and challenging times. 

Moodle 

‘Moodle’ is Stephenson Studio School’s Virtual Learning Environment or VLE.  This is an online (web-

based) platform that enables teachers to upload messages, student work, homework and 

assessments, and enables students to access all subjects with a single log on.  Parents also have 

access so you can see the work that your child has been set, and whether or not they have 

completed it. 

We will be using Moodle to replace the current system of daily emails which will streamline the 

whole process.  Work for the half-term ‘holiday’ will be uploaded as a way of trialling the system, 

with a full roll-out planned for week commencing 1st June. 

Miss Coppins, our school administrator, has already sent out details of how to access Moodle, but if 

you require additional support please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Online (Zoom) Teaching Sessions 

We currently run one online session per day within each different subject area. From the 1st June 

this will increase to two Zoom sessions per day – one in the morning and one in the afternoon. 

Zoom is really easy to use. The student only needs to click the link, enter the meeting ID and 

password and they are in.  They DO NOT need to download the App, all they need is an internet 

connection and a suitable device. 

We are aware that some of our students have a degree of anxiety about joining an online learning 

session, and we fully understand that. However, we believe that Zoom is perfectly set up to tackle 

those anxieties by incorporating the following systems: 
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• Video / Cameras are not enabled, nobody can see anybody else 

• Though not compulsory, it is okay to keep your microphone muted so that nobody can hear 

you 

• Communication with the tutor (whilst in mute mode) is still possible through the ‘raise your 

hand’ and ‘chat’ functions.  Chat is limited to communication between individual students 

and the tutor – students cannot ‘chat’ with each other via this function. 

There is absolutely no reason why all students should not join the Zoom sessions, if broadband or wi-

fi is not available, then Zoom will work over 4G or a ‘hotspot’ just as well.  If you have wi-fi but do 

not have access to a suitable device, let us know as we may be able to help with that too. 

Please be aware that students who fail to engage with Moodle and / or Zoom will be expected to 

complete work on paper and make it available for collection every Monday. 

Student Rewards 

Prior to going into lockdown, we were presenting students with achievement awards in assemblies 

and offering students the opportunity to win shopping vouchers through our CREATE employability 

skills programme. We want to continue to reward students who show high levels of engagement, 

good quality work and a positive attitude to education.   

From next week we will be awarding Certificates of Achievement to one student per subject area, 

with one of those students being nominated for the Headteacher’s Student Of The Week Award, the 

prize for which is a Certificate and a £10 online ‘e-voucher’ that will be emailed to the winner.  Hard 

copies of certificates will be sent in the post each Monday. 

End of Year Exams / Assessments 

It remains our intention to go ahead with end of year assessments for Year 10 either in school (if 

lockdown restrictions are eased to enable us to do so) or remotely if necessary, during the period 

between 29th June and 10th July. 

Understanding where our students are in terms of the progress they have made is always important, 

but particularly so in this unprecedented year.  Identifying where students are at the end of this year 

will be crucial in planning our curriculum and lesson content for next year – GCSE year. 

Further details will be sent out in due course, but the fact remains that ensuring students engage 

fully in the Moodle activities and the online Zoom sessions will play a critical role in supporting 

students in their preparation for those end of year assessments. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support through the 

coronavirus crisis, it is genuinely and sincerely appreciated. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Keith Hobbs 

Headteacher 


