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Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parent / Carer
As we approach the end of another busy
year, I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for the support you have given both to your child and to the school.

Stephenson Studio School

NEWSLETTER

It is wonderful to end the year having secured the removal of ‘special measures’
following our recent inspection.
Inspectors praised the work done by the
school to keep students safe and prepare
them for life after school, noting that
“Staff provide well-targeted support to
ensure that pupils are safe, know how to be
safe and make good progress in their personal development. Students value this
support.”
One pupil told the inspector, ‘The School
actually believes in us’. It was also noted
that, “Because of well-targeted support
pupils have grown in confidence in resilience.”
It was wonderful to welcome our new year
10s on transition week who quickly became accustomed to Studio School life and
have already begun to develop their employability skills.

I hope that learning will continue throughout the holiday and that you will encourage your child to study via the SSS 24/7
portal.
Homework has been set for all students to
complete before they return from the summer break. This will help your child to get
off to the best possible start in September.
I hope you have a wonderful summer.
Yours faithfully
Mr K Hobbs
Headteacher

Coalville Heroes
Students at Stephenson
Studio School got involved this year with the
Coalville ‘Hero Project’.
The Hero Project is designed to change the negative impression that people have about Coalville.

Following research by the
local community group
their key priorities - were
to encourage children to
aim higher, to take greater
pride in themselves &
their achievements and to
be inquisitive and ask
questions.
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 Students enjoy creative mathematics
show at the Curve Theatre
 Stephenson students become published writers!
 STEM summer school gives students
an extra boost in Science

‘Playing for Real’ Maths Show at the Curve Theatre
On a beautiful, hot, sunny day in June,
Mr Ireland, Mr Scott and Mrs Finney
took seven students to sit in a darkened
theatre.
The students went to see “Playing for
Real”, a mathematical show about
games at the Curve Theatre.
The maths show was presented by Ben
Sparks, a mathematician and
musician, Helen Pilcher, a journalist and comedian who happens to love statistics and Rob
Eastaway an author whose books
on maths include the bestselling
Why Do Buses Come In Threes?
The show was a feast of mathematical games demonstrating the
unlikely usefulness of probability, puzzles and percentages.
Jade Shuttlewood went down
onto the stage in front of 200 students

from lots of different schools in order to
play Rock, Paper, Scissors against a
computer.
Natalia Congiu defeated another student
at a strategy game involving pizza.
Elsie-Paige Hanna played a game called
"Greed", where she stood a chance of
winning up to £100!
For a teacher, it was exciting to see all of our
students leaning forward,
totally focused on what
they were seeing and,
several times since, conversations have referred
back to what we saw and
learned there.
It was a great session and
our students were a real
credit to the school.

Stephenson Transition Week Welcomes the New Year 10
Our new year 10 students came to SSS
for a week full of transition activities.
This was an opportunity for them to
meet their new peers, new staff and live
as a SSS student in preparation for August.
Over the week, students developed their
team building skills and creativity during the “egg drop challenge”. This involved building a contraption to keep an
egg intact during a 5 metre drop.
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On Tuesday, students spent a whole day
at Beaumanor Hall working with their
tutor groups. Their favourite activity
was the drain pipe challenge which involved trying to get water down limited
sections of drain pipe without spilling
any!
The final day was spent at Drayton
Manor – a morning business session
closely linked to their Business qualification and the afternoon on the rides.
Students’ behaviour was fantastic and
we are looking forward to welcoming
them in the new academic year.

More photographs on the back cover.

S T E P H E NS O N S T U DI O S C H O O L

Writing for the Curve Theatre by Natalia Congiu
Natalia Congiu (Year 10)
Stephenson Studio School decided to
involve some of their Year 10 and 11
students to write some plays that were
to be performed in the Leicester Curve
Theatre and to be featured in a book.
The Year 10 and 11 students worked
with the actors playing the roles and the
director of the event in order to help
make plays the best that they could be.
Each and every student put their heart
and soul into writing the scripts, and the
outcome at the Curve Theatre was more
than fantastic!
All our students have received a printed
copy of the book, with all the scripts
from all the schools that have been involved. These books represent the talent
and thoughtfulness of the students involved.

We hope that these opportunities will
present themselves in the future and allow the students to develop and expand
their mental capacity to learn new and
useful skills for their adult lives and future careers.
“It was a good experience as this is something that I would like to do for my future
career.”
Ruby Shuttlewood (Year 10)
“It was a one in a lifetime opportunity
that I enjoyed.”
Geoff Tompkins (Year 10)
“I found the scriptwriting to be very eyeopening and a great experience in which I
learned some new skills that can be used
in the future.”

University STEM Summer School
The university science trip was eyeopening and very educational. We stayed
at the university for the entire event, with
each student having their own individual
room.

In addition, the students preformed
various activities with their mentors at
the university, which enlightened the
students and help them learn teamwork
as well as important leadership skills.

The students explored the Charles Wilson
building, in which they did languages
(these include Japanese and Russian),
codebreaking, WW1 history and Law.

Overall, the students experienced new
fantastic opportunities that they could
go through if they ever studied at the
university themselves, and showed the
pupils how important teamwork really
was.

In the Attenborough Art Gallery, the pupils made an Art piece to commemorate
world war one. This design has a scatter of Geoff Tompkins Year 10
poppies and different ideas surrounding
the War.

BTEC and Work Experience
The school is very proud to run a range
of BTEC qualifications that include
Travel and Tourism, Work Skills and of
course Business. BTEC expect schools
to maintain high standards of delivery of
these courses which is monitored
through strict quality assurance procedures.
All three courses have recently been
verified by BTEC and all have been
given very high ratings of performance. As a result, students and parents
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can be assured that any work that they
do as part of these courses meets the
standards laid down by BTEC and the
national curriculum.
Work Placement continues to go from
strength to strength within Stephenson
Studio School. We have more students
in and enjoying Work Placement than
ever before and we have an increasing
number of employers coming on board
all of the time.

The new format of Year 10 attending
Work Placement every week from October to October seems to be working well
and has been well-received by both
students and employers alike. We are
currently formulating plans for an exciting programme of additional support
next year that will give students even
more opportunities to develop their employability skills and engage further
with the business community.
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Teacher Profile—Ms Phipps
How long have you been teaching?

What book are you reading now?

24 years

I am currently reading A Life Without You
by Sari Low. I usually read three books a
month when I’m working , more in the
holidays.

What made you decide to become a
teacher?
CONTACT US
Stephenson Studio School
Thornborough Road
Coalville
Leicestershire
LE67 3TN
Tel: 01530 519 099
Email: info@stephensonstudioschool.co.uk

Excellence and Enterprise in
Learning

Visit us at
Www.stephensonstudioschool.co.uk

I decided to become a teacher to help
young people reach their full potential. I
was very lucky to have an inspirational
English Teacher called Miss Millington I
will always be grateful for her guidance
and support.
What do you like about teaching at
Stephenson?
I like teaching at Stephenson because it’s
a very friendly school which also has high
expectations for behaviour and attitude
towards others. I like the ethos of Studio
Schools and particularly enjoy teaching to
smaller groups. This gives me the opportunity to spend more time with individual
students.
What do you do when you are not
teaching?
I spend time with my family and friends.
We are all preparing for my son’s wedding in early September so I am very
busy at the moment.

Transition Day [continued]

